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As we mark our 25th anniversary, we celebrate the
impact we're having on so many people who are
making a difference for the future of the oceans.

As part of our anniversary events,
we released a benchmark report,

Turning the Tide: The State of Seafood,

that documents positive trends in
commercial fishing and aquaculture
today. It also highlights the many ways
that our Seafood Watch program is
helping shape purchasing decisions

of major seafood buyers, prominent
chefs and millions of individuals
around the country. All of this is
leading to changes that will improve
the health of ocean ecosystems. It's a
significant achievement for a program
we began just 10 years ago.

Our anniversary gala honored some
of the many teachers who have been
our partners through the years. These
teachers have inspired thousands of
children, as well as their colleagues.
Their work is having a lasting impact.

It is because of our long-standing
commitment to inspiring ocean stew-
ards that our Board of Trustees has
made our Children’s Education Fund a
priority - ensuring that thousands of

schoolchildren continue to have access
to the Aquarium and our education
programs, free of charge. It's our
commitment to the generations to
come and | hope you'll support our
efforts with a generous gift to

our fund.

Guests at the gala also heard about
what it will take to chart a future
course for healthy oceans. Panelists
included former Aquarium trustees
Dr. Jane Lubchenco, who heads the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and Leon Panetta,
the director of the Central Intelligence
Agency; along with Nobel Prize-winning
physicist, Dr. Steven Chu, who serves
as Secretary of Energy. They outlined
the critical steps needed - on issues
ranging from marine protected areas
and better management of fisheries,
to a new national energy policy - in
order to put our country on the
right course in our approach to
ocean resources.

Energy issues are increasingly
important because of the documented
impacts that global climate change is
having on ocean health. We will do our
part to raise public awareness about
the connection between climate
change and the oceans - and the role
we each can play to make a difference
- when we open our new special
exhibition, Hot Pink Flamingos:
Stories of Hope in a Changing Sea,
on March 29.

We've accomplished a great deal
during the past 25 years, and we're
committed to take on the challenges
that lie ahead. Thank you so much
for your support. You're helping to
make so much possible to protect
the oceans.
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